
 1 

PCA News 

Pony Club  Australia is leading the world with the 

introduction of a new syllabus which includes equine 

welfare and equitation science. 

“We are proud to be at the forefront of such a big 

worldwide change,” Pony Club Australia CEO Dr Catherine 

Ainsworth said. “With more focus on both horse welfare 

and rider safety, we are leading the field.” 

In coming months, over 2000 Pony Club coaches will begin 

using the new syllabus and new E, D, D*, C, C* and K 

manuals to teach riders at the 800 Pony Clubs around 

Australia.  

While many things are similar, the manuals have a new 

aspect  - teaching riders Equitation science, about the way 

horses learn. 

PCA News 

A leading proponent of Equitation Science is Pony Club 

Australia Board member Dr Andrew McLean, CEO of 

Equitation Science International and Behaviour 

Consultant to Melbourne University Veterinary Hospital. 

To introduce the syllabus, Dr McLean will be conducting 

Coaches’ Clinics in all states in coming months (dates over 

page). 

The new manuals will be available for purchase from the 

PCA website from next week. 

Riders who have already begun a certain Certificate level 

will be able to complete that level using the manual they 

have previously purchased. 

*  Clear photos  

like these are 

used to illustrate 

lessons in the  

manuals -  

such as two-point 

seat, feeding a 

carrot correctly 

and crest release. 

* More Page 2 
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Workshops for coaches to introduce the new syllabus will 
be held: 
Victoria 7th September 
Tasmania 14th September 
NT 21st September 
WA 12th October 
SA  2nd November 
NSW 25th November 
Qld—to be advised 
For more details contact your State Office or check out the 
PCA Facebook page. 
 

Author 
 

The new certificate manuals have been written by one of 
Dr McLean’s colleagues -  Dr Portland Jones.   Dr Jones is a 
horse trainer, lecturer, author and coach with over 25 
years' experience. 
  
Dr Jones said this week, “As coaches we try to not only 

nurture a love for the horse but also to educate riders so 
that they can ride in a safe, balanced and effective way. 
We help our students to develop correct habits and 
horsemanship skills that are consistent with the 
community’s expectations of animal welfare and that will 
endure, regardless of where their riding journey takes 
them.” 
 

What is Equitation Science? 

Equitation Science focuses on ethology (the study of the 

horse’s natural behaviours) and learning theory (the study 

of how animals and people learn). It also incorporates 

biomechanics (the science of how the horse moves) and 

recognises the limits of the horse’s cognitive (thinking) and 

physical abilities. 

New Syllabus is Here . . . From Page 1 

*   Pony Club of the Year 2018 - Flinders Island Pony Club, 

Tasmania. Who will be the 2019 Club of the Year?  This year 

14 clubs are vying for the award. 

There have been over 150 entries for the 

2019 Pony Club Australia annual awards, 

making the judges’ decisions difficult. 

The largest category was the Best 

Achievement by a Rider aged 12 years & 

under, with 35 separate nominations, 

followed by 32 in the 13-17 years category 

and 10 in the senior rider category. 

Clubs are also keen to see their volunteers 

recognised, with 44 nominations, while 26 

coaches were also put forward. 

The awards will be presented at the formal dinner on 

10th October at the Thoroughbred Industry Careers 

Pony Club Australia National Championships.  

Pony Club Australia has been contacted by a USA Pony Club volunteer who is travelling 
to Sydney at the end of 2019. Barb is seeking a Pony Club host family where she can 
keep involved with horses and Pony Club life. She is finding it hard to leave her horses 
behind for 2 months. This would ideally be accessible to Sydney by train.  Barb is a 
mature adult woman who has had a professional career in sales, law and customer 
service. She has volunteered for Pony Club, Riding for Disabled and equine therapy 
organisations.  
“I have been on or with horses most of my life. As most Americans in the middle of our 
country, I began with working ranch cowboys, quarter horses and mustangs. Later on 
the east coast I schooled in Dressage with Mary Rose F.B.H. S.  Over subsequent years 
my schooling has been at various clinics with German, French and Portuguese 
influence. My choice of mount is the Swedish Warmblood or Lusitano. Currently I own 
three lovely Swedish Warmbloods and one very old but extremely well trained American Paint Horse. This old gelding is kind to 
children and has a special gift in helping disabled children. I currently spend my time caring for children, managing a 10 acre 
horse property and four horses. ” 
If you are around Sydney and are interested in hosting Barb, please get in touch with PCA on ceo@ponyclubaustralia.com.au 

Seeking a Pony Club host in NSW 

mailto:ceo@ponyclubaustralia.com.au
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Inspired by collecting photos of Pony Clubs from around 

the country for Pony Club UK’s 90th birthday, we have 

put together a video of what Pony Club is like in  

Australia. 

Nearly 100 clubs sent in photos and the variety is  

amazing,  from games to vaulting, from dusty paddocks 

to paddling in the ocean, but they all have one thing in 

common - Pony Club has plenty of fun, friendship and 

learning. 

You can check it out by going to YouTube and searching: 

for  the Pony Club Australia channel,  

or  search for ‘Pony Club in Australia - 80 yrs strong’  

or typing in the link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=atHVIXUyHF0&t=17s  

Did your club feature? 

The Pony Club Story in Pictures 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atHVIXUyHF0&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atHVIXUyHF0&t=17s
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Katelyn Butler - Godolphin Flying Start graduate 

Where could Pony Club lead you? 

In July this year Katelyn Butler, 27, former member of 

Tullamarine Pony Club (Vic), graduated in Ireland as 

the dux of the Godolphin Flying Start Class of 2017-

2019. 

After extensive interviewing, she was the only  

Australian selected of the 12  successful trainees for 

the intensive two-year management and leadership 

program, and her course took her to the great racing 

and breeding centres of the world - Ireland, England, 

Kentucky, Dubai, Australia. 

Trainees are tested, trained and helped to find their 

strengths and hence a suitable career choice in the 

racing industry. 

Katelyn considered many job offers after graduation 

and decided to return to Australia; she is now Sales 

and Marketing manager at Twin Hills Stud in NSW. 

Katelyn knew she wanted a career with horses, and 

started with a business degree and jobs on several 

studs near her parents’ stud farm in Central Victoria, 

and a stint in the office of Sydney trainer Gai  

Waterhouse. These, and her horse background of Pony 

Club, showing, and early jobs as a stallion handler, 

helped her get into the Godolphin Program, which 

covers all aspects of the racing industry and the 

chance to learn from the best in the world. 

When we asked Katelyn about her most memorable 

times at Pony Club, she said: ‘Winning the highpoint 

trophy on Illangi Albert (my Shetland pony) at  

Tullamarine Show – I was joint-winner with my friend. 

I also enjoyed our trail rides into Woodlands Historic 

Park and up Gellibrand Hill, and the games sessions 

which were always so much fun.’  

(There is a Flying Start, all expenses paid, program 

starting every year; check their website or Facebook 

page). 

 

Clockwise from top left:  

Katelyn Butler at Tullamarine Pony Club; with her mother 

Karen after winning Riding Pony of the Year; Katelyn was a 

stallion handler at Swettenham Stud and is seen here with 

one of her favourites , Puissance de Lune; Katelyn was the 

top graduate of the Godolpin Flying Start program for 

 2017-2019  
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Bits and Pieces 

Australia - World Champions! 

Excitement is building around the Thoroughbred  

Industry Careers 2019 Pony Club Australia National 

Championships, to be held in Sydney, October 7-13 and 

hosted by PCANSW. 

Over 350 riders are expected to compete  for their 

state in  Dressage, Eventing, Showjumping, Mounted 

Games, Tetrathlon, Quiz. And a Formal Gymkhana. 

The venue is Horsley Park—site of the 2000 Syndey 

Olympics equestrian events. 

The Nationals includes the 2019 Mitsubishi Motors  

Australia Tri-Nations Cup Showjumping between  

Australia, China and France. Australia will be  

represented by Georgia Elias (Tas), J'Aime Mallon (Vic), 

National Championships next month 

Kaitlin Goss (WA), Ashleigh Bennett (NSW), Coach 

Ron Waddell (Vic) and Manager Janet Hamblin 

(NSW). 

This year in a new twist, the Tri Nations teams will be 

using a mix of Off The Track (OTT) thoroughbreds and 

pool horses. 

You will be able to follow the events daily on the PCA 

National Championships Facebook page. 

It’s now a month since the Australian Mounted Games 

team took out the International Mounted Games title 

in the USA against the USA, UK and Canada and the 

team is probably still floating on a cloud. 

For coach Tim Ling  it was third time victorious - the 

previous two teams he coached came second.   

Manager Karen Pearce said the team represented us 

well, and the two week trip, which included plenty of 

sightseeing culminating in the finals, was wonderful. 

The games themselves had everyone on the edge of 

their seat. “There were four sets of four games and we 

had our most difficult horses in the first set, so it was 

good to get that out of the way and find we were still in 

contention. 

“By the last set we thought we were level with the UK 

or two points in front, and we had the ponies I felt 

were the easiest, but all the ponies were pretty excited 

by then. The UK won the first game of the last set so it 

really put the pressure on. We thought we had to win 

the last game or come second to win overall. Aaron 

was our last rider to go and turned for the run home 

with two others, and  gave it his all to cross first.”  

It turned out the UK team had a disqualification for  

leaving their lane and Australia were clear winners. 

The team’s Facebook page says the team won because 

they “played and rode as a team, always mindful of 

members strengths and weaknesses. 

“The Australian team also won the trivia challenge and 

the volleyball tournament.  then of course the main 

event. Most importantly they made lifelong friends and 

memories to treasure, this was a fabulous trip which 

we shared with a special group of riders and officials. 

“It was one which we won’t forget; thank you PCA for 

this fabulous opportunity. “ 

The team was:  

Tiarni Kenderdine  (Qld) , Asha Lamprey (Tas) 

Skye McMullen (WA) Aaron Newham (NSW) and team 

captain Caitlin Seini (Vic). 

https://www.facebook.com/events/502203600545949/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5
https://www.facebook.com/events/502203600545949/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5
https://www.facebook.com/events/502203600545949/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5
https://www.facebook.com/MitsubishiMotorsAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC2fZ-tdQyvs99BOCD4bD1ACaJahyKX9-grkNKSqGh8FmZllihFVmwIOPqioJioVsB2SZcKe5fxPLNZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARASu-y_xVYtYNGEloK85W2-E1wi_JY4DQ-zfBrvNFfEPCqRcV6yYrCBp-GmyZHpeIdZNy59r-mxeeV
https://www.facebook.com/MitsubishiMotorsAustralia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC2fZ-tdQyvs99BOCD4bD1ACaJahyKX9-grkNKSqGh8FmZllihFVmwIOPqioJioVsB2SZcKe5fxPLNZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARASu-y_xVYtYNGEloK85W2-E1wi_JY4DQ-zfBrvNFfEPCqRcV6yYrCBp-GmyZHpeIdZNy59r-mxeeV
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Get a Pony Club member discount  
from your local Mitsubishi dealer. 
See the PCA website for details. 

The Pajero is ideal for Pony Club—and you will save 
enough to pay your membership for years 
 

Low Running Costs 
Link - https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/
vehicle-running-costs-2018/ 
 
Four Mitsubishi Motors models have been identified as 
the most economical cars to own and operate in their 
class according to the 2018 Vehicle Running Costs study 
conducted by Australia’s motoring organisations. 
 
According to data issued by the RACV, Triton GLX (4x2 
and 4x4), Pajero Sport GLX, Outlander PHEVLS and 
Mirage ES all recorded the lowest running costs per 
week in their respective segments, proving that the 
Mitsubishi range extends its value-for-money appeal 
long after a customer leaves the dealership. 
 
Pajero Sport GLX achieved the best-in-class result in the 
All-Terrain SUV category with running costs at $237 per 
week on average, whilst the Triton GLX results suggest 
owners can enjoy less work and more play, running at 
just $210.99 per week for the 4x2 and $225.95 for the 
4x4 drivetrain. 
 

Proven Towing Safety and Capacity 
 

Link - https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/

towing-test-mitsubishi-motors/ 

 
Towing live cargo is different to any other type of 
towing. Sure, you want a powerful car that can tow your 
float, saddlery and horses but it also needs to be a 
smooth ride and of course, safe.  

Exclusive 

Discount for 

Pony Club 

Members 

See the PCA website 

 

http://www.ponyclubaustralia.com.au/Resources/MitsubishiAustralia.aspx
https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/vehicle-running-costs-2018/
https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/vehicle-running-costs-2018/
https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/towing-test-mitsubishi-motors/
https://www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au/blog/towing-test-mitsubishi-motors/
http://www.ponyclubaustralia.com.au/Resources/MitsubishiAustralia.aspx

